


From the Faculty Chairs
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Being a Waldorf teacher is both a great

privilege and a sacred trust. For the first time

ever, we were able to offer the Waldorf

curriculum, specifically adapted for our school, to

students in all eight grades. It was wonderful to

see the joy with which they all approached their

lessons this year.

Testaments to our successful year were
the beautiful main lesson books, showing
impressive progress in a variety of skills. We
were pleased to expand the heart component of
our teaching through our enriched festival life,
thanks to the guidance of our colleague and
current Pedagogical Administrator Jeff
Feldman. This year we were able to include
Grades-wide celebrations of Candlemas and
Purim. Still more signs of our success included
fantastic play productions offered by each class,
as well as adventurous end-of-year trips and
events promoting courage and harmony in our
older students.

All of this culminated in the triumphant
8th Grade Project Presentations and Graduation
Ceremony, in which we honored the tremendous
accomplishments of our oldest students. I am
proud to report that all of our 8th Graders were
accepted into high school programs of their
choice, many of which were highly competitive.

Finally, we showed growth in the area of
parent education and outreach through the
offering of workshops in Biography and
Anthroposophy with Signe Schaefer, Waldorf
School Governance with Chris Schaefer,
Foundations in Waldorf Education and the Life
Lessons of St. Francis with Jeff Feldman, as well
as Jill Contento's excellent watercolor workshop
series. In sum, it was a year full of learning for
everyone, including the teachers
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Early Childhood’s move to our beautiful
new Peniston St. location brought many
unexpected gifts. In many ways we had to
recreate ourselves, as we stretched out of our
comfort zone and into new possibilities.

A smaller playground for the
kindergarten inspired us to walk through the
neighborhood every day. This practice allowed us
to form many connections with our neighbors
and gave us a sense of belonging to the larger
community. We also piloted our exciting “Forest
Kindergarten Days,” in which we spent the whole
day at Audubon Park, following our usual rhythm
and strengthening the children’s connection to
Mother Earth.

Being on a separate campus compelled
us to address the need for After Care. We were
able to develop an After Care program dedicated
to nurturing the unique needs of kindergarten
children.

The EC teachers offered many
opportunities for parents to enjoy Nursery or
Kindergarten experiences. These took the form of
parent evenings, festival celebrations, lunch
potlucks, assistance with classroom tasks such as
cooking, baking, craft and sewing support;
neighborhood walks; and picnics. In the spring,
the Nursery teachers offered all parents the
chance to spend a whole day in their classroom,
giving those parents a true window into their
children’s experiences.

Next year, we will once again offer our
popular Parent-Child Playgroup, and look
forward to introducing Waldorf Early Childhood
education to new families.
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The Promise of a
Permanent Home

BAYOU TRBVME CENTER ARTS & EDUCATION
CAMPUS

Alembic Community Development has partnered
with Rose Community Development Corporation
to develop the 47,300 square foot Bayou Tremé
Center, a new cultural hub for the arts, education
and community in the iconic former St Rose de
Lima church building and two schoolhouses on
historic Bayou Road in New Orleans. The
Waldorf School of New Orleans will lease the
23,000 square foot redeveloped schoolhouse as
one of the anchor tenants along with Southern
Rep Theater, who will occupy the former Saint
Rose de Lima church. After several years of
leasing, WSNO will become eligible to purchase
the building.

Last year the Waldorf School of New Orleans was
approached by Alembic about the Bayou Treme
redevelopment project as a potential
tenant/owner. Atthe same time we had out
grown our home and acquired an additional
uptown location. Working with community
development organizations like Alembic and Rose
CDC on an arts campus in a historically and
culturally rich and diverse part of New Orleans is
a once in a lifetime project that we are honored to
be a part of. We are happy to report we signed a
letter of intent in March 2016 and if all goes well,
we will be in our new home for the 2018-19
school year.

Neighborhood Context

Bayou Road is one of the city’s oldest streets; it
originally followed the historic portage between
the Mississippi River and bayou out to the Gulf of
Mexico. Today, Bayou Road remains at a human
scale and sits at the crossroads of several of the
city’s most culturally resonant neighborhoods,
including Tremé/Lafitte, the 7t Ward, Faubourg
St John and Esplanade Ridge, while also providing
easy access to downtown. Following decades of
disinvestment and decline, the “Belles of Bayou
Road” business owners invested in storefronts
when others saw only blight and vacancy, and
more recently the public sector invested $900,000
in facade and infrastructure improvements
towards supporting the burgeoning corridor. In
this way, Bayou Road has benefitted from a strong
public-private revitalization agenda and is now
home to an eclectic mix of small businesses - a
bookstore / community center, reggae club,
outdoor café, Caribbean restaurant, record shop,
daycare and beauty parlors - which are book-
ended by the recently opened Joan Mitchell
Center, an artist residency program, and the St
Rose de Lima Church, a 1915 building that was de-
consecrated following Hurricane Katrina and has
been vacant for more than a decade.



Several of the city’s prominent cultural assets are
also located in close proximity to the project site,
including the Le Musée de f.p.c. (Free People of
Color), Carver Theater, and the Fairgrounds and
Jazz and Heritage Foundation, in addition to major
public and commercial amenities such as the
recently opened Lafitte Greenway, a 3-mile linear
park running through the city, and the ReFresh
Project on Broad Street anchored by a Whole
Foods Market and several co-tenants working in
nutrition and culinary workforce development.
And while the Bayou Road corridor was included
in the City’s Livable Claibore Communities
initiative, an ongoing multi-year effort to invest
resources in the city’s most culturally significant
yet under-resourced areas.

Development Team z Our Partners

Alembic Community Development is a mission-
driven developer working to bring impactful
investment to underserved communities.
Founded in 2004, Alembic has developed or is in
construction on more than 830 affordable and
supportive housing units and 100,000 square feet
of commercial and community space in New York
City and New Orleans, totaling $340 million of
development costs, through mixed-use properties
in disinvested neighborhoods. Alembic has
particular experience partnering with nonprofit
organizations through joint venture real estate
developments, which also serve to build the
capacity of its partners. In addition, Alembic has
developed specific expertise in historic adaptive
reuse projects, including the $14 million Myrtle
Banks Building in Central City, New Orleans, a
35,000 square foot building on an entire city block
that has been transformed into the Dryades Public
Market; co-working office space for 15 nonprofits
and small businesses; and artist exhibition space.
Alembic is also completing construction on the
$48 million adaptive reuse of P.S. 186 in New York
City, a long-blighted school building that will be
home to the Boys & Girls Club of Harlem and 80
units of affordable housing. For additional
information, please visit
www.alembiccommunity.com.

Rose Community Development Corporation is a
nonprofit community development corporation
founded in 2009 to support the reinvestment of
the Bayou Road corridor by realizing the vision for
the Bayou Tremé Center, which will repurpose the
long-vacant St Rose de Lima church and parochial
school buildings into a place for education, art and
community enterprise. In 2010, Rose CDC
successfully negotiated with the Archdiocese of
New Orleans to secure site control through a 45-
year lease with a purchase option on the property.
Rose CDC is led by a committed Board of Directors
comprised of long-time community members and
professionals living and working in the
neighborhood.

The design and construction team includes Metro
Studio as project architect, Spackman Mossop
and Michaels as landscape architect, and Ryan
Gootee General Contractors as the project’s
contractor. This New Orleans-based team brings
extensive experience designing and executing the
adaptive reuse of historic buildings, including
multiple theaters and school buildings, as well as
innovative stormwater management strategies.
Alembic has previously worked with all three
firms and selected them based on their capacity
and expertise, ability to work within budget and
schedule constraints, and commitment to
community development projects in the city. For

additional information, please visit
www.metrostudio.net,
www.spackmanmossopmichaels.com and
WwWw.rggc.com.

The Dream of Saint Rose

WSNO'’s path to Saint Rose will require a strong
commitment reach many milestones over the next
years. Enrollment must double which will lead to
classes for individual grades and an increased
staff. To support increased enrollment, we intend
to maintain our current early childhood campus as
a satellite program which will feed the grades
program.


http://www.alembiccommunity.com/
http://www.metrostudio.net/
http://www.spackmanmossopmichaels.com/
http://www.rggc.com/

From the Board Chair - Streamlining and upgrading our accounting

system.
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7A1 ABDAE T 1 governance policies through work with

consultants.
The close of this school year marks a new
beginning for the Waldorf School of New Orleans. -The Parent Council’s continuing growth fulfills
We truly can say we have moved beyond the the essential role of building and strengthening
pioneer stage. We have hired a new robust the whole school community.*
Administration team. We offer a variety of z 1 OA OAAAT O1 UR xA EAOA AACOI
specialty classes and are staffed with trained AAOAI 1 PET C OEA AOOEI AOO OEAA
Waldorf class teachers. We have students in every Oi AAARI i1 AAOGA 1600 EI AOAAOGEI]
level from nursery to 8t grade, and going POADAOA A 0 EOOOOAR COI xOES
forward, we will have students both entering at
nursery age and departing for high school each - Increase to a full time Business Administrator
year. Whilewearestilla$ AOAT T DET ¢ 7 Al Ard Ge¢rddition of an Enrollment and Outreach
3 A E,lour successes have prompted The Director which increases professionalization.*

Association of Waldorf Schools of North America

(* Goal from WSNO 5 Year Plan 2011-2016.)
(AWSNA) to invite WSNO to begin the

accreditation process to become a full member The 2016-2020 Strategic Plan, currently being
school. AWSNA guides the growth of Waldorf developed, continues an emphasis on

schools from their inception to maturity - a strengthening communication, governance and
process that frequently lasts about fifteen years. diversity. It also focuses on our facilities and
Our goal is to acquire this accreditation within other resources. Our long term goal is to grow to
five school years. a mature Waldorf School by having a permanent

| RAT [ BT EOET AT 66 home that can support individual grades and a
' variety of specialty classes. We have identified the

- Pedagogical Administrator for the upcoming St. Rose de Lima School building in the Bayou
school year to support students, teachers, and Road neighborhood as this site. We are working
families. with Alembic Community Development to

renovate this building as our future home. In
- The establishment of the Waldorf Early

Childhood Center on Peniston not only opened up

order to reach this goal, we must increase our
enrollment and our community’s commitment to

more space for growth in the Grades on our fundraising.

Soraparu campus, but it also allows for more

growth in our Early Childhood programs. What all of this indicates about our school is that
Increased growth in the Nursery and we are moving into a phase of actualization of
Kindergarten programs lead to increased hopes and values. Thank you all for participating
enrollment in our first grade classes each year. in this wonderfully vibrant, committed and warm

community. *TTE 4EAOCGARGEO T AOA
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The members of the Board of Directors are committed to ensuring the financial stability and physical well-

being of the school, as well as protecting its legal interests. The Board is made up of faculty, parent
(including the Parent Council Chair), and community representatives. We are grateful to the Board
members, all of whom volunteer their time and expertise to the benefit of the school.

MEMBERS
Joni Tierce, M. Ed - Board President

John W. Crawford - Parent Representative and Finance Committee

Jeffrey Feldman - Faculty Representative

Rebecca Nelson - Faculty Representative

Rachel Flores - Faculty Representative

Ian Johnson - Parent Representative, Executive Committee, Governance Committee

Amiel ]. Provosty - Parent Representative, Annual Appeal Committee, Governance Committee
David Reddy - Community Representative, Fundraising Committee

Ama Rogan - Parent Representative, Board Secretary, Fundraising Committee, Governance Committee, Saint
Rose of Lima Committee

Margaret Runyon - Community Representative, Outreach Committee, Saint Rose of Lima Committee

EXOFFI CI O

Erin Reho Pelias - Parent Council Co-Chair

EXECUTI VE €C€0OMBI TTEE
Ian Johnson
Lisa Lynde

Rebecca Nelson




Annual Giving

It is with heartfelt gratitude that we recognize the individuals and businesses that have contributed to the

Waldorf School of New Orleans.

Annual Appeal
Magnolia $5,000 $10,000

Holly and Kirk Groh
Cypress $1,000$4,999

James McEvoy

R. & N. Nelson

Roy Ameee

The Crawford Family

The Guzz&tryjewski Family
The Jones Family

Sycamore $500$999

Cristina Hallner

Red Maple $106$300

Amanda Crittendon
Anne Johnson

Betty Calzada

Bonnie Driscoll
Carolyn S Mitchell
Courtney Landry

David Reddy

Dwight Cramer

Emily Madero

Heidi Anne Porter
Jackie & Mark Redding
Laura Filipek

Lesley & Kenny Rubenstein

Julie Talavera & Ramon Gonzale;Lllie Levy & Elain Heilmeier

ChrisKansy

Rita Congemi

The Provosty Family
Joni Tierce

Pecan $250 $499

Alan Jeane

Colin & Amy Marquis
Dan Furst

Michaele McCarthy
Nick Congemi
RobertCosentino

Lisa Lynde

Marie Erie

Mary Jones

Michael Johnson

Monique O'Toole Vige'
Patricia Lane

Paul Loria

Quentin and MollywcMuller-
Laird

Rachel Keefer

Renee Ser®ubin

Sharon Harney

The KaczmateJohnson Family
The RogaiBchenck Family
Veronica Dzugan

Margaret Runyon

Edward M. Rowley, Jr.
Harley Stanford Winer

Esther Blanch Dejong
River Birch$20- $99

Aaron Thornton

Alice GriffinPauzolis
Alyssa Silverman
Amber Sherman

Amy Lewis

Amy Reuben

Andrea Stoltze
Andreas Hablutzel
BeasleyHarris Family
Brian Collins

Bridgit Maniger

Caryn Hassell

Chanel McCoy

Chrissy Purcell
Christine Todd
Deborah Atha Chepolis
Dwight Marshall
Edward & Jeniffer Lay
Ena Konjolka

George Howlett

Helen & Charles Helms
Jacqueline Marque & Eamon
Sharon Gayle Guillory
Jeffrey Feldman

John Davis

Karen LanderMills
Kyle Curry

Lena Kolb

Liz Lichtman

Lolita Burrell




Louise Rimmington
Marianna Roll

Mary Ann Holoska

Mary Lee PlumiMentjes
Meghann McCracken
Michelle Fridman

The HelmsCapasso Family
The Kelly Family

In-Kind Donations
Cochon Restaurant
Rubensteins
Terrence Osborne
Plum Street Advisors

City Park Movement and Art

The Crawford Family

Bird by Bird Pop UKitchen

Palm Court Jazz Café
Carla Talevi

Janet League Katzin of Phatika
Raphael Academy Students

Philippe Neraud
Pots A bt Pottery
Little River Bluffs

Framin’ Pl ace

Michelle Whetten

Miguel Pena

Milena Georgieva
Patience Schenck

The Labbdrowley Family
The Pelias Family
Contraflow Strategies
Marketing Solutions

Rachel Flores
Rebecca Catalanello

The Williams Family
William LaCombe
Chon Yun

Urban South Brewery

OakStreet Yoga New Orleans Boulder Lounge
Lena Kolb YAYA, Inc.

Gogo Jewelry M. Saniof Msani Art Gallery
Ricas Tapas Ryan Peterson

Sue Lois Alembic Community

Hotel Monteleone Development

Edward Carter Bayou Treme LLC
Louisiana Pizza Kitchen UptownRose CDC

Breads orDak Duchesne House

Rudy Mendez of Ricas Tapas Southern Rep Theatre
Sodexo

Siberia RecentVolunteers
Panorama Jazz Band Brother Martin High School
James Evans UrsulinesAcademy

Gall ery

Every effort has been made to ensure that this information is accurate and complete. Call our Development

Coordinator, Erin Pelias, at 504-525-2420 if there are any errors or omissions, and please accept our

apologies.




In Appreciation

Suzanne Hill - Founding Teacher

The Wal dorf School of
gala honored the founding families of our schoad
originaly the Hill School, antthe founding
teacher, Suzanne HilWe were thrilledthat Ms.
Hill herself was able to join us for Starry Night,
andto enjoy a reunion with four of theynamic
young people who had been part of her
pioneering class.

Suzanne Hill was boin England, théourth of

six children in Englandnd immigrated with her
family to Canada at age si$he attended public
school in Ontario and was awarded a BA in
literature and history from the University of
Toronto. The first seven years of her working lif
were spent as a member of the Rojdunted
Canadian Policeyes,she was a Mountie! And

it was during those years that Ms. Hill first hear
of Waldorf Education, heeding the advice of he

sister Jane to “Give rf
Foundat i lbwas asa Waldorf teacher

that Suzanne found her true calling.

In the spring of 2000, Ms. Hill was just finishinghviier Grade 5 at théong-established Toronto Waldorf School,

when an ad seeking a teacher for a very different situation caught hera&ygaldorfinspired home schodbr

three third gradersn New OrleansWhen she visited New Orleans for the intervijeshie found a group of

parerts hungry for ainspiring alternativée o t hi s city’s public schoadls.s and tr e
Hill understood that WaldorEducation indeed offered what these parents sought, and that she was the one to

bring it.

By the time she accepted Laurie and Chris Nielsen’s of

the class.Ms. Hill delighted in the challeng&orher, pioneering a school initiative here was not only about

growing and nurturing a school ; but especially doing s
and geography of New Orleans.

Energy and ent husi as m pseslead @acledat thédHill ScHadhelcHildren ainkd thare y e a
families coalesced into a real communitfumerous outreach events and Waldorf festival celebrations

welcomed the publicA Grades 1/2 classroom was opened at another Uptown locatiss.HI | ' s c | as s

numbered eight in their Grades 5/6 yedt.was at this point that she made the decision to return to Canada,

where she could |l egally adopt—-mathecthdbod.l d and pursue anoth
Though it was relatively brief, Ms. Hillcalsh t i me i n New Orl eans a “hugely sig
expanding her soul life and taking her capacities as a teacher and community leader to a whole new level.

How much more hugely significant is it for our school that Suzanne Hill ansteredll to come to this faraway
“frontier” and establish what iWelook&rmardtbwelcanglileor f Schoo
back soon for another visit!




Parents and Community

An essential piece of any Waldorf School is the
parent and community support and involvement
in the development and growth of the school. We
are so fortunate to have many active and engaged
parents and community members at the Waldorf
School of New Orleans. Our school parents serve
as energetic volunteers for a whole host of
external and internal events and activities
throughout the school year,; including our lovely
Fairy Tale Fair and our annual gala, Starry Night.

In addition, parents provide thousands of hours
of invaluable service to our school in myriad
ways: serving on our Board and various
committees, preparing food for teachers, classes
and events, chaperoning students on class
outings, creating sets and costumes for class
plays, organizing class fundraisers.

In light of the enormous gift of their time that our
parent volunteers generously provide every year,
itis all the more inspiring that we also have
within our community a Parent Council (PC)
committed to serve parents.

The 2015-16 Parent Council, formerly FLOW (For
Love of Waldorf), created a new mandate at the
start of the year focusing on representing the
interests of parents, improving parent-school
communication and parent experiences at WSNO,
while supporting the life and development of our
school. In addition the PC launched a website,
hosted several events including a welcome party
for new and old parents, the back-to-school and
End of Year Picnics, the Halloween candy-for-

books exchange, family board game night, and the
school-wide Town Hall PC Meeting, a new forum
that brings together parents and school
leadership. In addition, the first comprehensive
Parent/Family Survey was conducted by the PC
and school leadership groups.

The PC is made possible only by the volunteer
efforts of its members, and we thank all of them,
past and present (and future!), for donating their
time and energy to our community.

2015-2016 PARENT COUNCIL

Co-chairs: Amy Marquis and Erin Reho Pelias
Class Representatives:

Nursery: Courtney Landry

Kindergarten: Floriana Tullio

1st Grade: Cristina Hallner

2/3rd Grade: Monica L'Esperance

4 /5% Grade: Jennifer Dyer

8th Grade: Jennifer Curry

Board Liaison: Ian Johnson

Executive Committee Rep: Renee Rowley

Administrative Search Committee Rep: Celeste
Kelly

Saint Rose of Lima Rep: Myra Rogers




The Measure of our Success

WSNO graduates have been accepted to:

Archbishop Rummel High School Lusher Charter School

Benjamin Franklin High School Metairie Park Country Day School

Brother Martin High Schobl New Orleans Gwer for Creative Arts (NOCCA):
Cabrini High School Culinary Arts, Visual At Theatre Design

De La Salle High School St.AugustineHighSchool

International High School of New Orleans St. Martin'sEpiscopal School

Isidore Newman School Ursuline Acadenty

Jesuit High School *Denotes the Classf 2016 acceptance and choices

The8"Gr ade Eco Service Trip to Belizeé.

4EA 0OE COAAA OOEDP O "AlEUA xAO OEA AOITETAOQCEIT 1T &£ AO
OOOAAT OO Ei il AOOGAA OEAI OAl GAOG ET OEA AAT11T cuh CAiTlT CcuUn

AOOOI 1 6h AAOAAOQCEIT T hi WAO®UBR 4 8AU IOAQAE AAE GGEATA 1 O1 EOU 1 Ay
AT A AT T OAOOAOQEIT T AgEAI 000 ET " Al EUAN AU xxAQ ExCE OFEA EJEGA
AT TABAU OPAT O OEI A xEOE " Al EUAAT OOOARNIT OOh OBAIOEEICCIKA OOA.
OAEITT1 AT A POl OEAEIT ¢ |1 OAE T AAAAA OODPPI EAO8 4EA OOOAAT O

OEOT OCE EO! MiEAAU AMEA OA AOBBROBR @BAOEAT AA &£ O A 1 EAAOCEI A



Waldorf Schoal
of New Qrleans

A Developing Waldorf School

Wal dor f School of New Orl eans
517 Soraparu St. Ste. 101
New Orl eans LA 70130

(504)2 H2®

Early Childhood Education Center
2010 Peniston St.
New Orleans 70115

(504) 345-2366


tel:%28504%29%20525-2420
tel:%28504%29%20345-2366

